
 

 

         THIS SUNDAY  
         JULY 12, 2020  

                        
 

               Rev. Lorne Bostwick 
              Scripture: I Corinthians 3:1-4:1                   
            Sermon:  Stewards of Mystery 

 

10:30 AM—Drive-In Service in WestPres Parking Lot        
     (the service will also be broadcast online) 

 

Connect through our website: www.salemwestpres.org  
 

The Mission of  Westminster Presbyterian Church: 
 

Creatively sharing Christ’s love:  We welcome, we serve, we grow. 

Westminster Presbyterian Church  3737 Liberty Road S.  Salem, OR  97302 (503) 364-3327    www.salemwestpres.org 
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The service will start with a Congregational Meeting at 

10:30AM, followed by a worship service.    

We look forward to seeing everyone there...at a safe      

distance, of course! 
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WE NEED AN EPIDEMIC OF HOPE 

“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for       

welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.”      

Jeremiah 29:11  
 

 Every day we listen to the news and count the cost of the coronavirus. Fifty    

thousand new cases a day and the speculation that this is getting out-of-control is     

depressing.  We have tried quarantine, social distancing, testing, and masks but we 

have failed at each step.  The spread of the virus is unchecked. Leaders are giving up, 

saying that we are just going to have to learn to live with the virus.  During this     

pandemic, or amplified by it, is the social movement of “Black Lives Matter” and there 

is a new story this week in the Washington Post and NPR highlighting a spike in   

deadly shootings, including that of children.  Anxiety is spiraling out of control for 

some people.  What we need right now is an epidemic of hope.  
 

 To face such a deep and pervasive crisis, one needs an inoculation of faith, 

hope, and love.  Christians have that gift to offer to the world.  How it is packaged is         

important.  If it is bundled with the self-interest of converting people to Christian   

doctrine, church membership, through the threat of hell, it will only add to people’s 

anxiety.  There is already enough hell to go around. But Jesus gives a bit of hope to 

spread around. Faith, Hope, and Love are free gifts given to those who need it, want it, 

seek it.  They are not given only to those who deserve it.  For none of us deserve it.  

Resurrection life was given to the one who carried the weight of the world’s sin,       

Jesus Christ, and it is given freely to you, your neighbor, and the stranger today.   
 

 The current situation may be a result of our own poor choices and irresponsible 

behavior.  It doesn’t really matter how you understand the spread of the virus, gun      

violence, and discrimination; we are all in this together.  The choices others make     

affect you, and your choices affect others.  Yet, the gift of life is offered to all, without 

respect to the choices you have made in the past.  Our real hope is in God, the giver 

of life.  I choose, because of my reading of scripture and history, to believe that noth-

ing is out of control – God’s control.  Hope comes when we trust in God’s gift of life 

and act in ways that support it.  Hope is not found in supernatural acts of God from       
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outside of history, but in life-giving behavior motivated by love in history. 

 We need a pandemic of love motivated by faith in God and love for    

neighbor.  Faith is not found in the life-defeating behavior aimed to invite God’s 

external action.  This reminds me of the story of a flood when a man was stand-

ing on his roof praying that God would save him.  A police boat came by and   

offered to rescue him and he declined because he said God would save him.  A 

helicopter came by and dropped a harness and he declined because he said, 

“God will save me.”  The rains continued to come and the man died and went to 

heaven.  At the gate he asked, Saint Peter, “Why didn’t God save me?”  And St. 

Peter answered, “God sent a police boat and a helicopter and you declined 

twice.”   
 

 I see and hear many today, dissociating from the gifts of science,            

distancing from God’s call to stand with the oppressed and vulnerable, and 

shouting for the right to own a gun and scrap the mask.  Is this really hope-

inspired behavior?  God has put hope within us.  God has given us the power to 

change the narrative from discouragement to hope.  Hope grows when you are 

doing something to create a life-giving abundance. Because of the resurrection 

we can trust that God is always the giver of life in the face of death.  We are 

called to join God, be a people who live by faith, are inspired by hope, and      

embody love.  Let’s create a pandemic of hope in a discouraged nation that is 

giving up and giving in to life-defeating behaviors. Live into hope!  God is the 

giver of life! 
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SUNDAY, JULY 12TH “DRIVE-IN” SERVICE 
 

Here is important information you will need for this Sunday’s Drive-In  

Congregational Meeting and Worship Service 

 

PARKING:   

• A team will be in place to help everyone park safely. Our parking set-up will 

be different than usual, so watch carefully!   
 

• Getting In:  You may enter the property from any of the regular entrances.  
 

• Getting Out: Do so with patience and love… the greater of these is patience! 
 

• Timing: We HIGHLY recommend you are parked and ready to go by       

10:15 AM.  

 
 

LISTENING: 

• Speakers will be set up, but the sound won’t carry far. You’ll want to use your 

car radio to listen.  Tune to FM 88.9 to pick it up.  

 
 

SAFETY: 

• Please don’t get out of your cars to roam around and visit.   
 

• Bring a facemask with you in case you need it for some reason. (You don’t 

need to wear a mask while seated in your car.)  
 

• Be sure to go to the bathroom before you leave your house! 

 
OTHER: 

• Remember, no paper bulletins or other material will be available. Either print 

the bulletin at home or use your phone or tablet to follow along. The bulletin 

is posted on the front page of our website.   



GETTING READY FOR OUR “DRIVE-IN SERVICE” 

Mat Worley mans the production table 

Peter and Ben Crall 

are ready to help 

with traffic control 

The Worship Team rehearses al fresco 

Parking pow-wow with 

Lorne, John Dalen, Kenn 

Battaile & Peter Crall 
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Dear Church Family, 

Mark and I want to thank everyone for your cards, phone 

calls, emails and messages over the last 4 months as we 

mourn the loss of a mother, sister and brother.  We feel the 

love and comfort that comes from your thoughts and prayer.  

We appreciate each one of you. 

In Christ Love,  Carolyn and Mark Lawrence 

Congregational Life 
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THANK YOU  

Dear Westminster family: Nancy and I want to thank you for the cards and letters 

giving us support and courage. As you may know, I am now home. The healing 

process has been slow, but steady. We look forward to joining you in the near 

future.  Love, Bill Hruska 

CHARITY CIRCLE - SUMMER 
 Charity members are 

checking on each other on-or-

around our regular meeting 

date, the fourth Tuesday of the month.  

Members are calling our shut-in sisters 

and/or e-mailing with news of summer      

activities and family happenings!  Some of 

us can boast about garden’s produce or 

flower beds!  

  We look forward to the next bible 

study beginning in September, Into the 

Light, Finding Hope Through Prayers of 

Lament.  Information will be in the BKS in 

late August.     

Contact Dolores Byrnes 503-364-6646 or 

“e” at winbyrn@comcast.net 

Westminster’s Backpack Project 

CANCELLED  FOR 2020 
 

It seems like Covid-19 continues to     

affect many areas of our lives. Because 

next year’s school schedule is not yet 

established and may not follow the    

traditional format, the Outreach       

Committee has decided not to pursue 

Westminster’s Backpack project this 

year. We regret not being able to       

provide this important assistance to 

children and hope circumstances will 

allow us to continue in 2021.   
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WPC PASTOR 

NOMINATING 

COMMITTEE 

UPDATE FROM THE PASTORAL NOMINATION COMMITTEE 
 

 The Pastoral Nomination Committee has good news to report!  Our Ministry  

Information Form has been cleared by the Presbytery and is now headed to the  

Church Leadership Connection.  Once the MIF form is passed by that committee 

it will be placed on-line and the PNC should begin receiving the Personal  

Information Forms from interested candidates.  As we enter this phase of  

selection, we ask that you keep us in your prayers. 
 

 At the committee's June 23rd meeting it was decided to share with the  

congregation :  

Our Covenant 
 

Prayer is always the answer. 

Our collective discernment of God's will  

     outweighs our personal preferences. 

We will listen from the heart, to ensure we  

     understand, before responding. 

We will support and respect confidentiality. 

We will support one another. 

We will respect people's time. 

We will strive for consensus but recognize  

     that might not always be possible. 

Congregational Life 
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HOW TO “UN-SEE” THE CHAT ROOM DURING  

ONLINE SERVICES 
 

 Love it!  Hate it!  Everybody has their own feeling about the chat room that        

appears on the right side of the screen during our Sunday online services.  If you’re 

in the “not-for-me camp,” here is an easy way to solve that problem. 

 Step By Step: 

•  Get the broadcast going on your computer.  

•  Move your mouse to the bottom of the screen, so that the icon bar                           

  shows up 

 

• Click on the icon that looks like 4 brackets - this one  

• Your view will change to full-screen, with no chat on the side. 

• To get out of full-screen, push your ESC button.  

Congregational Life 



  SPECIAL RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE 

COMING 

 

 On July 27th from 1:PM—6PM, the Red 

Cross will return to Westminster (their favorite 

venue!) for a special blood drive. 

 

Blood donations collected at this drive will be tested for COVID-19 antibodies.         

The antibody test is authorized by the US Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and 

will indicate if the donor’s immune system has produced antibodies to the corona-

virus, regardless of whether they developed symptoms. 

 

We anticipate a high interest in this testing, so we are asking you to spread the word.  

 

A note from the Red Cross:    

“Blood inventories continue to be critically low, and there’s still an urgent 

need for blood donors of all blood types to give now.  Your support as a 

Blood Program Leader makes a difference.  Thank you for your commit-

ment to help save lives—we can’t fulfill our lifesaving mission without 

you. We’re all in this together. “  

 

 

TO SCHEDULE A TIME TO DONATE:  
 

Contact our member Sharon White at: (502) 930-2561, or email  

sharon.white32@yahoo.com 
 

 OR 
 

Go to the following website and follow the prompts to sign up:     

https://www.redcross.org/give-blood.html  
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Sat., July 18 

CITY CAMP 

Sun., July 12 

 10:30 AM DRIVE-IN CONGREGATIONAL 

 MEETING & WORSHIP SERVICE 

                  Online Broadcast as well 

   5:30 PM  High School Zoom Mtg. 

Mon., July 13 

Stay Home, stay safe! 

Wed., July 15 
  CITY CAMP 

 

Tue., July 14 

CITY CAMP 
10:30 AM Pastor's Bible Study via Zoom online 
  4:15 PM Staff Meeting via Zoom online 

   

Thurs., July 16 

CITY CAMP 
  9:00 AM Online—Nominating Committee 

  6:30 PM Online—Zoom Fellowship Hour 

Fri., July 17 

CITY CAMP 

WESTPRES CALENDAR 
Sun., July 19 

  9:00 AM TRADITIONAL WORSHIP—YouTube only 
10:30 AM CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP—   
                  YouTube only 

    

Mon., July 20 

Stay Home, stay safe! 

Wed., July 22 
   

  7:00 PM Online Deacon’s Meeting 

Thurs., July 23 

10:30 AM MPEJ Parking Lot Meeting   

  6:30 PM Online—Zoom Fellowship Hour 

Fri., July 24 

Stay Home, stay safe! 

Sat., July 25 

Stay Home, stay safe! 
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Tue., July 21 

10:30 AM Pastor's Bible Study via Zoom online 
  4:15 PM Staff Meeting via Zoom online 

 



Please REMEMBER IN your PRAYERS 

 
 
Praises! 
For the WestPres technical team, who works long hours to provide our church with Sunday 
morning online services, as well as our July 12th “Drive-In” Service. Your efforts are greatly 
appreciated. 

 
 
Our Love and Prayers go out for:  

 Carolyn and Mark Lawrence, at the loss of Mark’s brother, Linn. 
 Marilyn Pool, who is undergoing medical testing. 
 Stacy Ryan, as she recovers from surgery 
 Jean Severson’s father-in-law, Peter Mudge, who is hospitalized with COVID-19.  
 
 
Continue to Remember: 
Tim Holsten, Bill Hruska, Duff Kannier, Mark Lawrence, Mather’s great-grandson,  James Pratt 
and his parents, Linda & Dick Stephens   

 Daphine Russell (age 7), grandniece of Cindi & Bruce Chinnock, is slowly improving 
 Sally Jacklin’s son-in-law, Joe Huntington, who’s in treatment for brain cancer 
 Barbara Friday’s mother, Patricia Schlundt, who suffers with medical and mental health 

problems  
 Sheila Powell and her husband Tom, as Tom undergoes treatment for cancer. 
  
 
 

PLEASE SEND PRAY REQUEST UPDATES TO JEAN SEVERSON (jean@salemwestpres.org). 
We strive to keep the listing as current as possible, and rely on your ongoing assistance 

to do so.  Thank you.  
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Mail Coordinator:  Kenn Battaile  

 

Until such time as it’s safe to bring our BKS 

production team back together, our newsletter 

will be online only.  

 

The deadline for submission of  

Wednesday, August 5th @ 8:00 AM.  

Articles may be submitted directly to the 

church office or by email to:  

jean@salemwestpres.org 

 
 

 
 

CHURCH E-MAIL:   

 office@salemwestpres.org 
 

Interim/Transitional Pastor:   

 Rev. Lorne Bostwick 

 pastor@salemwestpres.org 

Office Manager:  Jean Severson 

 jean@salemwestpres.org 
Music Director: Dr. Jeffrey Larkin 

 music@salemwestpres.org 

Dir. of Praise Team: Ariana Recher 

 music@salemwestpres.org 

Dir. of Adult & Family Ministries: Krisha Horn 

 krisha@salemwestpres.org 

Education Admin. Asst.: Katy Tillotson 
 wpkids@salemwestpres.org 

Youth Director:  Vik Schaaf 

 vik@salemwestpres.org 

Financial Secretary:  Dianna Calvert 

 dianna@salemwestpres.org 

 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday-Thursday:  

8:30am -12:00pm  (at the moment!)  
 

Friday:  

Office Closed (at the moment!)  

 

Phone:  503-364-3327 

 

Web Site:  www.salemwestpres.org 
 

facebook:  https:www.facebook.com/

Salem.Westminster.Presbyterian/ 

THE  
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SEND US YOUR PHOTOS!!! 
We need PHOTOGRAPHS of Westmin-
ster and activities that have taken place 
here over the past 3 years!   AND our 
next BKS will feature photos of what 
you’ve been doing to entertain your-
selves during this (boring) health crisis!   

  
Send your pics to Jean at: 
jean@salemwestpres.org 

 


