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Westminster Responds to Historic Wildfire Evacuations 
 As the state of Oregon burned with historic wildfires last week, 

the  churches and nonprofit organizations in Salem mobilized to      
provide evacuation centers, and collect donations for those displaced 
by the fire. Westminster partnered with First Presbyterian Church by 

collecting water, personal hygiene supplies, food, and many other 
items to help evacuees at First Presbyterian. Our prayers go out to 

everyone affected by the fires and smoke. 

Peter Wirfs helped organize a 

“general store” for evacuees at the 

Salem Fairgrounds. 

Jeff & Bonnie Kovach 

delivered truck-loads 

of donations.  

The Heyen family 

worked at the  

evacuation center at 

the Fairgrounds. 
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UNCERTAINTY HAS BECOME THE ONLY CERTAINTY 
 

 Every plan we make these days has to be flexible.  A pandemic led 

us to worship in the parking lot instead of our sanctuary.  Then unprecedented fires in the 

Northwest and specifically in Oregon reduced the air quality to hazardous, and forced our 

parking lot services back indoors and online! The only thing certain in planning is              

uncertainty.  

 The Session has been meeting regularly, watching the COVID-19 statistics as they go 

down then go back up again.  Marion County has had a difficult time reducing the test     

positivity rate, though we can be grateful that we are not as bad as some states.  As I write 

today, the positivity rate in testing is trending down.  Should we continue to see this      

downward trend, we may look forward to the day when we can worship together in person.  

  

SMALL GROUP MEETINGS 

 In the interim, on September 28th, the Session will open the building to church small 

group meetings of no more than twenty with certain safe gathering practices.  Each meeting 

space must be reserved ahead of time with our office manager, and, initially no more than 

two groups will be allowed to meet in the building at the same time.  This will assure we are 

able to keep all parts of the building clean in accordance with guidelines set by the Center 

for Disease Control.  Sponsors of meetings, participants, and professional cleaning services 

will all play a part.  You can find the guidelines for attending meetings and sponsoring meet-

ings on the website or receive them by email or snail mail when you sign up. Sponsors will 

be sure you get copies of “Attending A Meeting” before you attend.  One of the things most 

important to curbing the spread of the virus is contact tracing.  For that reason, sponsors will 

make sure we have contact information on everyone who attends a meeting.  This will be 

kept in the church office in the event we need to assist Health officials.  Please understand 

that we all have a neighborly responsibility to keep each other safe.  If you attend a meeting 

at Westminster and you have symptoms of COVID-19, please get tested, and if diagnosed 

please let the church office know so your friends at the church can take appropriate self-

quarantine measures. 

 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3 
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WORSHIP 

 When it is possible, the Session wants to provide a safe worship experience in the       

sanctuary.  At the end of July, the Session created a task force to prepare a report          

detailing a cleaning protocol we would put in place so we can open safely when the time 

comes.  For your safety, the task force researched products and protocols to meet or    

exceed the Center for Disease Control guidelines and local requirements.  That report was 

received and approved at the September 2nd meeting of Session.  It was also determined 

we would follow the best judgement of our community healthcare professionals for      

beginning in person worship.  Rather than making an arbitrary decision, we will follow the 

metrics outlined by the state for starting in-person regular schooling.  We understand  

some may be more vulnerable to hospitalization from this disease and that is why we   

encourage each of you to make your own decisions about coming to worship.  When we 

begin in-person worship we are not saying it is safe for “you” to do so.  All we are saying is 

that we think we can provide certain safely protocols to make the church building as safe 

as possible.  

 

Safe gathering practices include: 

Our shared responsibility to keep the building clean.   

        To that end we will have the building cleaned professionally on Monday, Wednesday, 

and Friday night.  When we start in-person worship, we will not schedule meetings in the 

building on Saturdays to keep the building clean for Sunday morning.  We will start with 

one in-person service each Sunday morning so we do not have to clean between services.  

One Sunday in-person worship will be traditional at 9:00 a.m. and the next week it will be 

Contemporary at 10:30 a.m.  We will continue to broadcast both a traditional and contem-

porary service every Sunday for those who feel more comfortable worshipping with us 

from home. 

Returning to church, and practicing social distancing 

 The sanctuary can seat approximately 50 participants (socially distanced) and     

certain meeting rooms will be available for groups of less than 20 in a socially distanced 

set up. Reservations for small group meetings are now being taken; meeting rooms are 

being assigned by the office manager. We ask that when you meet in small groups at the 

church, you use the room configurations the way they are set up, so they are ready for the 



next group, which might be a different size than yours.   

 When we resume in-person worship services, reservations will be required and 

the sanctuary will be set up in family groups each week, leaving at least 6’ between 

groups.  We ask that when coming or going from the building you practice social     

distancing out of respect for your neighbor.  We understand this may be difficult, as 

we will want to meet and greet our friends in a way that feels more normal for us.   

 

 We will provide hand sanitizer. Use it as you come into the building and as    

often as you like.   

 Wear a mask.  Masks protect your neighbor from coughs and sneezes during 

this respiratory disease season AND they have been proven to help protect you.  

 

 We look forward with hope.  As we begin meeting in small groups, and        

eventually in larger groups for worship, we are ever mindful that the only thing certain 

in these days is uncertainty.  The pandemic is not over, and likely will not be, until all 

Americans have been vaccinated with a proven vaccine.  The Session remains vigilant 

to changes in the spread of the virus and prayerfully continues to make decisions 

which seem prudent for your safety.  

- Lorne 
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Congregational Life 

Kids 

Sunday,  
September 27th 

Everyone’s invited to next week’s Drive-In Worship    
Service, to celebrate all the WestPres kids. 

The service starts at 10:30AM. The service will also be 
streamed if you’d rather join us from home. 

“One Thing That Makes For Peace” 

Drive-In Church! 
One Service Only— 

Sunday, Sept. 27 
10:30 AM 

Join Us for  

ONE LAST DRIVE-IN SERVICE! 
 

Next Sunday, September 27th 

we’ll celebrate our final Drive-In 

Service.  The service will start at 

10:30AM, and will also be 

steamed online. We will be   

recognizing our WestPres kids     

during the service... 



Congregational Life 

PEACE & GLOBAL WITNESS  
OFFERING 

        The annual offering for Peace and 

Global Witness will be dedicated on World 

Communion Sunday, October 4. This will be 

a culmination of Rev. Bostwick’s Season of 

Peace study.  

Westminster’s portion of the offering will 

be going to support Church at the Park   

(churchatthepark.org).  This program       

supported by both community services and 

local churches is currently raising funds to 

purchase the property at:                        

2410 Turner Rd SE. They have been located 

at this site for several years but now have the opportunity to buy and expand services. Our 

donation will go toward that fund.  

What are those services, you ask?  It is a mission to the homeless….as in “when did you see 

me alone, etc etc”.    

1. At the above location safe overnight parking space is provided for those living in cars.   

With the purchase of more land, more spaces will be provided.    

2. Boxed weekly meals are provided to be picked up.  

3. A food pantry is also at the location.  

4. There is a community garden.    

5. Laundry facilities are available.  
 

Dignity is restored, stories are shared, understanding and love are in abundance.   

HOW TO DONATE:   Checks designated to Peace and Global Witness may be mailed to the 

church.  OR go to the church website, click on Donate and locate the line for Peace and  

Global Witness.    

Your generosity is appreciated   
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PNC UPDATE  

 

WPC PASTOR 

NOMINATING 

COMMITTEE 
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INTRODUCING JOSHUA NISHIMURA,  
RECIPIENT OF THE 2020  

WESTMINSTER FESTIVAL OF THE  
FINE ARTS SCHOLARSHIP 

 

        Josh, a very active participant in the Westminster 

Youth Program, is a recent graduate of South Salem 

high school.  He compiled an outstanding academic and 

extracurricular record at South,  graduating with a 3.94 

GPA, while taking a full IB schedule in his junior and  

senior years, having played four years of varsity tennis 

(senior year being interrupted by the pandemic), and          

participating for two years in the DECA business club. In 

addition to volunteering for Willamette Valley Hospice, 

Josh was part of two major mission trips with the     

Westminster Youth, helped out at the Breakfast with the 

Arts, and with other WPC fundraisers.  He will be         

attending Oregon State University in the fall studying 

Business  Information Systems.  

Congregational Life 

Your PNC is still 'hard at it' seeking a new pastor for Westminster.  At present we 

have conducted a few Zoom interviews and are in the process of scheduling 

more.  Actually Zooming is working quite well for these interviews both for the  

candidates and for the committee! 

 

We are still receiving and reviewing applications.  Please continue with your prayers 

for our committee as we  carry on with  our search. 



 

NEXT WEEK!!!!! 

YOUTH RUMMAGE SALE 

COLLECTIONS 
 

Now that everybody has had MONTHS to clean out their houses and prepare, it’s 

nearly time to bring in your donations for the Youth!  
 

If you plan to donate, please let us know the number of bags of soft goods (clothes, 

sheets, etc) and hard goods (everything else) we can expect from you by PLEDGING 

using this link:  

https://fundrive.savers.com/e/westpresmissionfund 
 

We will be accepting donations at Westminster 

September 21-24, 10AM—2PM.  
 

What can we take? 

WE CAN ACCEPT All items must be clean and in good, clean and sellable condition. 

Men's, women's and children's - shoes, fashion accessories, belts, purses, bags, 

backpacks, blankets, sheets, tablecloths, curtains, kitchen items, decorative items, 

knick-knacks, toys and games, small electronics, small appliances, televisions less 

than 5 years old. 
 

WE CANNOT ACCEPT Mattresses, large furniture, chemicals, auto parts, tires,      

flammable material, strollers, car seats, building material and large appliances. 

All soft goods should be bagged in kitchen garbage bags. 

Hard goods should be boxed. 
 

Thank you for supporting us! Even in a pandemic! 

Vik & all the Youth 
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West Pres Kids & Family Update 

FROM CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: 
 Thank you to the children and adults who contributed to our mission project 

through God’s Wet, Wild, Wonderful, World. We raised over $100 and selected a 

water-related gift from the PCUSA giving catalog—we were able to purchase a    

significant share in a WASH aid package. Access to WASH (water, sanitation and   

hygiene) can significantly improve health, life expectancy and socio-economic      

development. Your gift helped support international relief efforts that provide the 

education and supplies critical in controlling the spread of infection and disease. 

Thank you! 

 

 Zoom Sunday School begins Sunday, October 4, at 9:45 AM for Pre-K 

through grade 5. Parents are welcome to log in any time after 9:30 for chat and 

check-in time! At-home materials (including recorded story, parent sheet, coloring/

worksheets, etc.), Zoom link, and access to our Sunday school photo gallery will be 

available on the website at salemwestpres.org/sunday-school. This page does 

need to be password protected, so watch your inbox for that password or contact 

krisha@salemwestpres.org or 503-602-7302. 

 

 Sunday school teachers: watch for an email with access to the sign-up 

sheet if you’d like to take a Sunday this fall. Also, you’re invited to a training and 

Q&A for using the Zoom platform and modifications to our curriculum for online 

use. This will take place (on Zoom) Thursday, September 24, at 10 AM and will be 

recorded and summarized afterward. If you have any questions or concerns, please 

contact krisha@salemwestpres.org or 503-602-7302. 

mailto:krisha@salemwestpres.org
mailto:krisha@salemwestpres.org
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Congregational Life 

West Pres Kids & Family Update 

From Family Ministry: 

Everyone’s invited to our parking lot      

service on Sunday, September 27, at   

10:30 AM. We look forward to receiving 

our 2020 confirmands and presenting 

rites of passage gifts to our incoming     

kindergartners, third graders, and sixth 

graders. We’ll also be offering back-to-

school blessings for all our students and              

educators at this service. All students will 

receive a small token to remind them of 

Westminster’s support and care as they 

enter into this unusual school year. This 

service will also be streamed if you’d       

rather join us from home! 

FROM ADULT EDUCATION:  
 

         Check out a copy of Dr. Andy      

Harris’s new book Spirituality and   

Social Action from the church library or 

the adult ed cart in Russell Hall (contact: 

krisha@salemwestpres.org or 503-602-

7302 for assistance). The book explores 

the teachings and activism of Jesus in 

the context of today’s needs for social 

justice and reconciliation.  
 

 You’re also invited for an evening 

of discussion with Andy on the theme 

of “Thorny Issues in Christianity,” 

controversial issues to which Christians 

bring different perspectives. This will 

take place Sunday evening, November 

8th, at 6 pm. Venue to be determined 

(online or at the church). 
 

 Andy is an old friend of Westmin-

ster and a physician activist who has 

practiced medicine in many low-income 

countries around the world. He founded 

and directed a global health course to 

train health professionals at Oregon 

Health & Science University. He is a past 

president of  Physicians for Social       

Responsibility, co-recipient of the 

1985 Nobel Peace Prize, and is the 

co-founder of a homeless shelter 

and free medical clinic. He has a 

life-long interest in spirituality and 

social justice. 
 

Watch for a presentation and 

discussion on Reformed        

Worship with Rev. Lorne 

Bostwick in October. 

mailto:krisha@salemwestpres.org


 

Sat., September 26 

Stay Home, stay safe! 

Sun., September 20 

  9:00 AM  Traditional Worship—Online only 
10:30 AM  Contemporary Worship—Online only 
12:00 PM  Mid High Youth 
  5:30 PM  High School Youth 

Mon., September 21 
   10-2  RUMMAGE SALE DROPOFF 

Wed., September 23 

   10-2  RUMMAGE SALE DROPOFF  

   9:30 AM Women’s Bible Study—Home Patio   

Tue., September 22 

   10-2  RUMMAGE SALE DROPOFF 

10:30 AM Pastor's Bible Study via Zoom  
   4:15 PM Staff Meeting via Zoom  

   

Thurs., September 24 

  10-2  RUMMAGE SALE DROPOFF  
  7:00 PM Youth Committee @ Thompsons 

 

Fri., September 25 

Stay Home, stay safe! 

WESTPRES CALENDAR 

Sun., September 27 

10:30 AM LAST DRIVE-IN WORSHIP SERVICE 
                 (Also broadcast on YouTube) 
12:00 PM  Mid High Youth 
  5:30 PM  High School Youth 

  

Mon., September 28 
1:00—6:00  RED CROSS  
                    BLOOD DRIVE 

Wed., September 30 

  9:30 AM Women’s Bible Study—Russell Hall  

 

Thurs., October 1 

  9:30 AM  Tea with Jesus—Eastminster 
10:00 AM  Children’s Ministry—Boulder Hall Patio  
  5:00 PM  Worship Committee—Eastminster 
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Tue., September 29 

10:30 AM Pastor's Bible Study via Zoom  
  4:15 PM Staff Meeting via Zoom  

 

Fri., October 2 

Stay Home, stay safe! 

Sat., October 3 

Stay Home, stay safe! 



Please REMEMBER IN your PRAYERS 

Praises! 
• Thanks to the many firefighters who worked tirelessly to bring the Oregon fires 

under control, and rescued many folks while doing so.  
• Thanks to the many people who donated food and supplies to the fire evacuees, 

as well as the many who volunteered at the evacuation centers.  
• Prayers of thanksgiving for treatment of Cynthia Currin's lung tumor and significant progress. We pray this 

progress continues.  
 
Our Love and Prayers go out for:  

• Prayers for the Santiam evacuees at the State Fairgrounds  
• Prayers for Ellen Chamber’s former coworker and son who live in Gates and are missing. 
• Prayers for Betty Hobach, who fell and broke her femur about a week ago. 
• Ongoing prayers for Bill Hubble, as he continues his cancer treatment at Mayo Clinic. He’s looking 

forward to completing treatment and returning to Salem and Westminster, and he says knowing we’re 
praying for him is a great help and blessing. 

• Ongoing prayers who Sally Neely, who is recovering from a broken foot, and a torn right rotary cuff. 
She recuperating at her home.  

• Prayers for Janet White as she goes through treatment for breast cancer. Luckily it was caught early, 
and her doctor as given Janet a good prognosis. 

• Prayers for Barbara Friday’s mother, Patricia Schlundt. Patricia had a fall, and is now in a rehab facility.  
• Prayers for Pat Randle’s long-time friend, Curt Sheets, who lost everything in the fire that swept thru 

Vida, Oregon. 
• Prayers for Jeffrey Romeo’s mother, Patricia, who is hospitalized for pneumonia and atrial fibrillation. 

 
Continue to Remember: 
Tim Holsten, Bill Hruska, Duff Kannier, Mark Lawrence, Mather’s great-grandson,  James Pratt 
and his parents, Linda & Dick Stephens, Cynthia Curran  

 Daphine Russell (age 7), grandniece of Cindi & Bruce Chinnock, is slowly improving 
 Sally Jacklin’s son-in-law, Joe Huntington, who’s in treatment for brain cancer 
 Sheila Powell and her husband Tom, as Tom undergoes treatment for cancer. 
  
 
 

PLEASE SEND PRAY REQUEST UPDATES TO JEAN SEVERSON (jean@salemwestpres.org). 
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Mail Coordinator:  Kenn Battaile  

 

Until such time as it’s safe to bring our BKS 

production team back together, our newsletter 

will be online only.  

 

The deadline for submission is 

Wednesday, August 26th @ 8:00 AM.  

Articles may be submitted directly to the 

church office or by email to:  

jean@salemwestpres.org 

 
 

 
 

CHURCH E-MAIL:   

 office@salemwestpres.org 
 

Interim/Transitional Pastor:   

 Rev. Lorne Bostwick 

 pastor@salemwestpres.org 

Office Manager:  Jean Severson 

 jean@salemwestpres.org 
Music Director: Dr. Jeffrey Larkin 

 music@salemwestpres.org 

Dir. of Praise Team: Ariana Recher 

 music@salemwestpres.org 

Dir. of Adult & Family Ministries: Krisha Horn 

 krisha@salemwestpres.org 

Education Admin. Asst.: Katy Tillotson 
 wpkids@salemwestpres.org 

Youth Director:  Vik Schaaf 

 vik@salemwestpres.org 

Financial Secretary:  Dianna Calvert 

 dianna@salemwestpres.org 

 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday-Thursday:  

8:30am –3:00pm  (at the moment!)  

Friday: 

8:30am—2:00pm 
 

Friday:  

Office Closed (at the moment!)  

 

Phone:  503-364-3327 

 

Web Site:  www.salemwestpres.org 
 

facebook:  https:www.facebook.com/

Salem.Westminster.Presbyterian/ 
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PLANNING A  
COMMITTEE  
MEETING?  

 
Remember to  

reserve a  
conference room.  

 
Contact the office! 

 
(jean@salemwestpres.org) 


