
Update:  September 17, 2020 

UNCERTAINTY HAS BECOME THE ONLY CERTAINTY 

 

Every plan we make these days has to be flexible.  You like parking lot services.  So do we.  Let’s do them while 

the weather is good.  But unprecedented fires in the Northwest and specifically in Oregon have reduced the air 

quality to hazardous.  This on top of the pandemic which makes us meet in the parking lot instead of our        

sanctuary.  The only thing certain in planning is uncertainty.  

The Session has been meeting regularly, watching the COVID-19 statistics as they go down and go up again.  

Marion County has had a difficult time reducing the test positivity rate, though we can be grateful that we are not 

as bad as some states.  As I write today, the positivity rate in testing is trending down.  Should we continue to see 

this downward trend we may look forward to the day when we can worship together in person.  

  

SMALL GROUP MEETINGS 

 In the interim, on September 28th, the Session will open the building to church small group meetings of 

no more than twenty with certain safe gathering practices.  Each meeting space must be reserved ahead of time 

with Jean and, initially, no more than two groups will be allowed to meet in the building at the same time.  This 

will assure that we are able to keep all parts of the building clean in accordance with guidelines set by the Center 

for Disease Control.  Sponsors of meetings, participants, and professional cleaning services will all play a part.  

You can find the guidelines for attending meetings and sponsoring meetings on the website or receive them by 

email or snail mail when you sign up.  Sponsors will be sure you get copies of “Attending A Meeting” before you 

attend.  One of the things most important to curbing the spread of the virus is contact tracing.  For that reason, 

sponsors will make sure we have contact information on everyone who attends a meeting.  This will be kept in 

the church office in the event that we need to assist Health officials.  Please understand that we all have a       

neighborly responsibility to keep each other safe.  If you attend a meeting at Westminster and you have       

symptoms of COVID-19, please get tested and if diagnosed please let the church office know so your friends at 

the church can take appropriate self-quarantine measures. 

 

WORSHIP 

 When it is possible, the Session wants to provide a safe worship experience in the sanctuary.  At the end 

of July, the Session created a task force to prepare a report detailing a cleaning protocol we would put in place to 

open safely when the decision to do so was made.  For your safety, the task force researched products and      

protocols that would meet or exceed the Center for Disease Control guidelines and local requirements.  That    

report was received and approved at the September 2nd meeting of Session.  It was also determined that we 

would follow the best judgement of our community healthcare professionals for beginning in person worship.  

Rather than making an arbitrary decision, we will follow the metrics outlined by the state for starting in-person 

regular schooling.  We understand that some may be more vulnerable to hospitalization from this disease and 

that is why we encourage each of you to make your own decisions about coming to worship.  When we begin    

in-person worship we are not saying that it is safe for “you” to do so.  All we are saying is that we think we can 

provide certain safely protocols to make the church building as safe as possible.  



SAFE GATHERING PRACTICES INCLUDE: 

Our shared responsibility to keep the building clean.   

        To that end we will have the building cleaned professionally on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday night.  

When we start in-person worship, we will not schedule meetings in the building on Saturdays to keep the 

building clean for Sunday morning.  We will start with one in-person service each Sunday morning so that 

we do not have to clean between services.  One Sunday in-person worship will be traditional at 9:00 a.m. and 

the next week it will be Contemporary at 10:30 a.m.  We will continue to broadcast both a traditional and 

contemporary service every Sunday for those who feel more comfortable worshipping with us from home. 

Practicing social distancing 

     The sanctuary can seat approximately 50 participants socially distanced and certain rooms will be 

available for groups of less than 20 in a socially distanced set up. Reservations for meetings and worship   

services will select appropriate meeting rooms and, when we begin in-person worship, help us set the       

sanctuary in family groups each week so that there is at least 6’ between.  We ask that when coming or     

going from the building that you practice social distancing out of respect for your neighbor.  We understand 

that this may be difficult as we will want to resume closer relational patterns that feel more normal for us.   

We ask that when you meet in small groups at the church, you use the room configurations the way they are 

set up so it is ready for the next group which might be a different size than yours.   

We will provide hand sanitizer. Use it as you come into the building and as often as you like.   

Wear a mask.  Masks protect your neighbor from coughs and sneezes during this respiratory disease season 

AND they have been proven to help protect you.  

 

We look forward with hope.  As we begin meeting in small groups, and eventually in larger groups for      

worship, we are ever mindful that the only thing certain in these days is uncertainty.  The pandemic is not 

over, and likely will not be, until all Americans have been vaccinated with a proven vaccine.  The Session     

remains vigilant to changes in the spread of the virus and prayerfully continues to make decisions which 

seem prudent for your safety.  

 

 

 


